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CITY  OF  ROCHESTER 


Report  as  to 


U  r  ban 


District 


Saye  House 

2  Castle  Hill 

Rochester 

April  26th,  1930 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  op  the  Health  Committee 

rENTLEMEN, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  the  following  Report  as  to  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  your 
)istrict  for  the  year  1929. 

This  is  again  an  ordinary  Report,  such  as  has  been  prepared  for  the  last  four 
ears.  A  full  Report  is  due  to  be  prepared  for  1930. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  PRITCHETT, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


.REA  IN  ACRES,  LAND  AND  INLAND  WATER  . 

CENSUS  1921 

POPULATION  .  31933  ...  . 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  (1921)  . 

NUMBER  OF  FAMILIES  OR  SEPARATE  OCCUPIERS  (1921) 

RATEABLE  VALUE  . 

SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  A  PENNY  RATE 


2  936 

ESTIMATED  1929 

.  31,400 

.  7,076 

.  7,244 

.  £176,192 

.  £740 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  prosperity  of  Rochester,  as  heretofore,  depends  mostly  on  its  River  Trade, 
>n  the  Cement  Industry,  on  Agriculture  (in  connection  with  which  there  is  a 
lattle  Market),  on  Engineering  Works,  and  on  the  proximity  of  the  Royal  Dockyard 
it  Chatham. 

These  is  no  evidence  that  employment  in  any  of  these  directions  is  specially 
njurous  tc  health. 

The  population  is  both  Residential  and  Working  Class,  the  latter  greatly 
iredominating. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


TOTAL  M.  F. 


BIRTHS 

DEATHS 

NUMBER 


<  LEGITIMATE  474 

i  ILLEGITIMATE  14 


OF  WOMEN  DYING  IN.  OR  IN 
CHILDBIRTH  . 


244 

5 


23^  |  BIRTH  RATE  (b  o.)  15.5 


DEATH  RATE  (b.g.)  13 

CONSEQUENCE  OF,  f  FROM  SEPSIS 

.  [  OTHER  CAUSES 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  PER  1000  BIRTHS:— 

LEGITIMATE,  65.4  ILLEGITIMATE,  71.4  TOTAL,  65.5 

DEATHS  FROM  MEASLES  (ALL  AGES)  .  & 

„  „  WHOOPING  COUGH  (ALL  AGES) 

„  „  DIARRHOEA  (UNDER  TWO  YEARS  OF  AGE)  ...  & 


The  Registrar-General’s  Table  of  Causes  of  Death  appears  at  the  end  of  the  Report  on  Page  3t 


The  following  Table  shews  a  comparison  between  the  *  Rates  ’  in  this  Dist  ric 
and  those  in  other  parts  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1929. 


Rate  per  1000 
of  the  Population 

Live  Births  Deaths 

Infant  Mortalit 
per  1000  Live 
Births 

England  and  Wales  (on  1929  estimated 
population) 

16.3 

13.4 

74 

107  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 
including  London  (on  1928  estimated 
population) 

16.6 

13.7 

79 

157  Smaller  Towns.  Populations  from 
20,000  to  50,000  in  1921  (on  1928 
estimated  population) 

16 

12.3 

69 

London  (on  1928  estimated  population) 

15.7 

13.8 

70 

Rochester  (1929  estimated  population) 

15.5 

13 

65.5 
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*  For  Birth  Rate  t  For  Death  Rate 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  of  Rochester  at  the  middle  of  1929  at  31,900,  but  for  the  purposes 
of  ascertaining  the  various  Rates,”  non-civilians,  estimated  at  500,  must  be  deducted,  leaving  a  net  figure  of  31,400. 


COMMENTS  ON  TABLE  1 

POPULATION 

The  population  of  the  District  at  the  Census  of  1921  was  said  to  be  31,933.  In 
the  middle  of  1929  it  is  said  to  be,  including  non-civilians,  31,900.  If  these  figures 
are  accurate,  the  population  is  practically  stationary.  Some  observations  on  this  point 
were  made  in  the  Report  for  1927,  and,  as  the  next  Census  is  now  so  near,  farther 
comments  can  wait  until  the  result  is  known. 

THE  BIRTH  RATE 

The  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the  population  is  15.5  or  .3  higher  than  in  1928 
which  was  the  lowest  on  record.  It  is  .8  lower  than  the  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  and  .5  lower  than  the  figure  for  the  157  Smaller  Towns. 

THE  DEATH  RATE 

The  Death  Rate  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages  is  13  or  1.4  higher  than  in  1928 
and  is  about  the  same  for  each  of  the  preceding  five  years.  It  is,  however,  slightly 
lower  than  in  the  Country  generally.  The  spell  of  unusually  cold  weather  early  in 
the  year  is  mostly  responsible  for  this  general  increase  in  the  Death  Rate. 

THE  INFANT  DEATH  RATE 

The  Infant  Death  Rate  was  65.5.  It  was  43.2  in  1928.  Its  average  for  the 
preceding  live  years  is  50.7.  It  is  still  8.5  lower  than  the  figure  for  the  Country 
generally  and  3.5  lower  than  that  for  the  157  Smaller  Towns.  This  general 
increase  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  can  be  largely  attributed  to  the  same  causes  as 
in  the  Death  Rate. 

CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS  OR  INVALIDITY 

There  were  no  special  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity,  other  than  a  slight  out¬ 
break  of  Influenza  early  in  the  year  and  some  mortality,  especially  amongst  the  very 
young  and  the  very  old,  caused  by  the  severe  weather  at  the  same  time. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

HOSPITALS 

A.  1.  FEVER 

S.  William’s  Isolation  Hospital,  situated  in  the  District  and  serving  Rochester, 
Chatham  and  Gillingham,  provides  about  100  beds.  During  the  year  this  has  been 
sufficient  except  for  a  short  time  in  the  matter  of  Scarlet  Fever,  when  the  Borough  of 
Gillingham  had  to  deal  with  an  outbreak  of  this  disease  in  Rain  ham,  a  newly  acquired 
portion  of  their  District  The  pressure  on  the  Diphtheria  beds,  alluded  to  in  last 
year’s  Report,  has  completely  relaxed.  The  Hospital  also  admits  cases  of  Cerebro 
Spinal  Meningitis  and  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever. 

2.  SMALL  POX 

There  is  a  Hospital  of  24  beds,  capable  of  extension,  in  the  District,  for  the  joint 
use  of  Rochester  and  Chatham.  Gillingham  makes  its  own  provision  for  Small  Pox. 

During  the  year  a  great  deal  has  been  done,  and  is  still  being  done,  to  maintain 
these  Hospitals  in  an  efficient  manner,  one  of  the  Diphtheria  Blocks,  in  particular, 
having  been  repaired  and  re-conditioned  throughout. 

B.  1.  TUBERCULOSIS 

The  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Council  and  suitable 
cases  from  this  District  are  admitted  to  their  Sanatoria  as  occasion  demands.  There  I 
is  no  Sanatorium  for  Tuberculosis  situated  in  the  District.  The  Medway  Board  of  | 
Guardians,  which  administers  the  Poor  Law  for  that  part  of  this  District  south  of  thel 
River,  makes  provision  at  their  Infirmary  at  Chatham  for  21  Tuberculosis  patients. 
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2.  MATERNITY 

There  is  a  Maternity  Home  at,  Gillingham  to  which  patients  are  admitted  from 
District  on  payment,  but  little  use  is  made  of  this  facility,  although  those  who 
inister  the  Home  are  admirably  elastic  in  their  charges.  There  are  also  eight 
ternity  beds  at  the  Medway  Infirmary,  and  there  is  a  small  Maternity  Home  of 
ee  beds  at  Strood,  and  another  of  six  beds  in  Rochester. 

3.  CHILDREN 

There  is  a  Children’s  Ward  at  St  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  and  beds  for  16 
ldren  at  the  Medway  Poor  Law  Infirmary. 

4.  ORTHOPEDIC 

There  is  an  Orthopaedic  Department  at  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital  which  includes 
treatment  of  Surgical  Cases,  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  and  provision  for  Orthopaedic 

atment. 

5.  OTHER 

St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  Rochester 

This  General  Hospital,  situated  in  the  District,  serves  a  population  of  over 
,000.  Its  beds,  numbering  126,  are  allocated  as  follows: — 

Medical  ...  37  Surgical  ...  77 

Orthopaedic  ...  4  Ophthalmic  ...  8 

las  the  following  Special  Departments  : — 

Massage  Orthopaedic  Electrical 

Remedial  Exercises  Pathological  X  ”  Rays 

Ophthalmic  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

The  accommodation  is  insufficient  for  the  large  Area  served  and  at  the  present 
le  an  appeal  is  being  made  for  £80,000  to  enable  the  Hospital  to  do  its  work  in  a 
plete  and  efficient  manner.  Up  to  now  £46,000  has  been  raised. 

Poor  Law  Infirmary  at  Chatham 
This  has  498  beds,  allocated  as  follows  : — 

General  453,  Tuberculosis  21,  Children  16,  Maternity  8 

PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS,  ILLEGITIMATE  AND  HOMELESS 

CHILDREN 

There  is  no  Institutional  Provision  for  any  of  these  except  such  as  is  provided 
the  Poor  Law  Authorities. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

a.  A  Motor  Ambulance  is  kept  at  St.  William’s  Hospital  for  the  removal  of 
ses  of  Infectious  Disease  from  Rochester  and  Chatham.  Gillingham  remove  their 
vn  cases  to  the  Hospital. 

b.  A  Motor  Ambulance  for  non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases  is  maintained 
the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Association  and  is  available  at  all  times.  A  further 

otor  Ambulance  is  kept  by  the  Corporation  for  street  accidents. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

Situation  Accommodation 


>y 


CHOOL  CLINIC 


UBERCULOSIS 
DISPENSARY 
REATMENT  CENTRE 
FOR  VENEREAL 
DISEASES 

ENTRE  FOR  DISTRI¬ 
BUTION  OF  MILK 


Strood  House,  Sufficient 

The  Common, 

Rochester 
13  New  Road, 

Rochester 
36  New  Road, 

Rochester  Sufficient 

The  New  Corn  Sufficient 

Exchange,  North- 
gate,  Rochester 
7 


By  whom  Provided 
Rochester  Education 
Committee 


Sufficient  Kent  County  Council 


Kent  County  Council 


Rochester 

tion 


Corpora- 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

The  account  of  the  Staff  was  fully  set  forth  in  the  Report  of  1928,  and  ha 

undergone  no  alteration. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

The  arrangements  for  this  were  fully  set  forth  in  last  year’s  Report  and  ha\ 
undergone  no  change. 

MIDWIVES 

These  are  entirely  controlled  by  the  County  Council. 


MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES 

There  are  two  of  these  in  the  District.  They  have  been  supplied  with  copies  c 
the  Bye-Laws  and  are  required  to  keep  accurate  records  of  their  patients.  They  at 
visited  from  time  to  time  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  at  regular  intern 
by  a  Health  Visitor.  Exemption  was  granted  in  one  case. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

No  special  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  investigation  of  maternal  deatl 
and  cases  of  puerperal  fever,  other  than  that  all  the  doctors  practising  in  the  Distri< 
have  been  advised  that  in  such  cases,  any  information  they  can  give  will  be  sougl 
by  the  Medical  Officer,  who  will  prepare  a  report  on  each  case. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK 

CHEMICAL 

So  far  as  regards  Food  and  Drugs,  this  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst  f( 
the  City,  and  the  results  for  the  year  appear  on  page  18. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

The  work  under  this  heading  is  carried  out  at  the  County  Laboratory  f 
Maidstone.  In  addition,  a  Quarterly  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Analysis  of  tl 
Strood  Water  is  made  by  Dr.  Spitta,  of  St.  George's  Hospital,  London. 

The  various  results  appear  in  other  parts  of  the  Report. 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE 

LOCAL  ACTS,  LOCAL  ORDERS,  ADOPTIVE  ACTS  AND  BYE-LAWS 


The  following  are  in  force  : — 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  18S0 
Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890 
Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892 
Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907 
Public  Health  Act,  1925,  (Parts  II.  to  V.) 
Superannuation  Act,  1922 
Bye-Laws : — 

Slaughter  Houses 

Offensive  Trades  (Fish  Frying) 

Common  Lodging  Houses  (P.H.A.  1875) 


...  Adopted  in  1891 
1890 
1892 
1910 
1926 
1926 

Made  in  September,  1921 
„  December,  1911 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 

The  Water  Supply  of  Rochester  is  in  two  portions,  one  for  each  side  of  the  Rivei 
On  the  North  side  the  supply  is  from  a  shallow  well  in  the  chalk  and  is  the  proper! 
of  the  Corporation.  The  water  is  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and  quality  and  i 
subjected  to  a  monthly  Bacteriological  Analysis  by  the  County  Council’s  Bacteriologist 
and  to  a  quarterly  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Analysis  by  Dr.  Spitta,  S.  George’ 
Hospital,  London.  The  ci  ude  water  is  treated  by  ’  Chloros  ”  and  subsequent  filtratio 
through  charcoal  and  sand.  The  result  is  a  water  nearly  sterile  and  in  which  th 
Bacillus  Coli  is  never  found. 
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The  water  before  treatment  is  liable  to  a  varying  degree  of  invasion  of  micro¬ 
organisms,  but  the  B.  Coli  is  not  found  in  large  numbers,  while  the  Chemical 
Analysis  rarely  affords  evidence  of  any  considerable  contamination.  It  may,  in  short, 
be  said  that  the  crude  water  is  usually  potable  without  the  treatment  by  Chloros,” 
while  the  latter  provides  a  precautionary  measure  capable  of  dealing  with  a  contamina¬ 
tion  many  times  greater  than  has  ever  arisen,  or,  so  far  as  one  can  see,  is  likely  to  arise. 

The  water  on  the  South  side  of  the  River  is  from  the  wells  of  the  Chatham  and 
District  Water  Company.  These  wells  are  in  the  chalk  and  greensand.  Frequent 
Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Analyses  are  made  with  unvarying  satisfactory  results. 

The  supplies  in  both  instances  are  constant  and  sufficient. 

RAINFALL 

The  Rainfall  for  the  year,  registered  at  Strood  Waterworks,  was  21.03  inches, 
is  compared  with  27.29  inches  in  1928  and  31.84  inches  in  1927. 

The  average  of  the  preceding  ten  years  is  25.1. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

The  only  River  in  the  District  is  the  River  Medway,  and  this  is  subject  to  much 
pollution  from  the  drainage  of  houses  and  of  premises  mostly  the  property  of  the 
Government.  As  soon  as  all  these  premises  have  been  connected  with  the  system  of 
Main  Drainage,  now  complete,  there  will  be  a  notable  diminution  in  the  pollution  ; 
jut  ships,  both  Admiralty  and  Merchant,  passing  up  and  down  the  River,  will 
:ontinue  to  contribute  some  degree  of  pollution. 

There  are  no  streams  in  the  District. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

An  account  was  given  in  last  year’s  Report  of  the  system  of  Main  Drainage 
which  is  now  in  operation,  jointly,  for  the  Districts  of  Rochester  and  Chatham. 

So  far  as  Rochester  is  concerned,  the  number  of  houses,  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year,  connected  with  the  sytem,  is  1609,  and  the  connections  are  being  steadily 
proceeded  with. 

The  old  stigma  of  being  a  Cesspool  Town  is  at  last  lifted  from  Rochester,  and 
the  common  spectacle  of  cumbrous  and  noisy  Vacuum  Tanks  in  its  streets  is  becoming 

ess  apparent. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

With  the  exception  of  about  90  privies  all  the  houses  in  the  District  are  provided 
with  Water  Closets.  During  the  past  year  four  privies  were  converted  into  W.C.’s. 
This  makes  a  total  of  934  conversions  brought  about  by  the  Health  Department  in 
the  last  22  years  and  the  conversion  of  the  main  block  of  remaining  privies  will  begin 
in  the  ensuing  year. 

SCAVENGING 

The  removal  of  household  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  Surveyor  s  Department. 
The  refuse  is  now  removed  to  a  Tip  near  the  Cuxton  Road  by  a  much  impioved 
method  of  carting,  whei’e  it  is  deposited  in  layers  about  six  feet  deep,  which  are 
covered  with  soil  as  they  are  made. 

The  domestic  methods  of  storing  refuse  have  been  the  subject  of  adverse  comment 
in  many  of  these  Reports,  and  they  shew  no  improvement,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  Corporation  has  fully  considered  the  matter. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

CHIEF  S  \N ITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 
I  beg  to  submit  my  22nd  Annual  Report  on  the  work  done  in  connection  with 
the  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  City. 

8,805  Inspections  and  Visits  were  made  in  the  execution  of  various  duties 
during  the  past  year.  Reference  to  the  purpose  and  results  of  these  are  made 
under  the  different  headings  to  the  parts  of  this  Report.  . 


HOUSING  ACT  INSPECTIONS 
Although  a  total  of  865  premises  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  for  insanity- 
conditions  or  defects,  only  41  dwelling  houses  were  formally  inspected  and  reported 
upon  under  the  Housing  Act.  They  were  as  follows  : — 


Borstal  Street 
Burritt  Street 
Cecil  Road 
Cossack  Street 
Commercial  Road 
Dunnings  Lane 
Eagle  Court 
Friary  Place 


6 

6 

1 

1 

7 

1 

3 

1 


High  Street 
Hoopers  Place 
Hoopers  Road 
Laura  Place 
North  Street 
Princes  Street 
Wickham  Street 
Windmill  Street 


5 

1 

•1  ’ 
o 

2 
1 
2 

1 


Total  41 


The  number  of  inspections  so  made  under  the  Housing  Act  is  very  considerably 
below  what  is  desirable,  but  the  excessive  demands  on  time  made  by  supervision  of 
drainage  work  associated  with  connections  to  the  sewers  affected  this  as  well  as  other 
branches  of  work. 

Of  the  houses  above  mentioned  five  were  subjected  to  Closing  Orders, viz  :  Cottage, 
Dunnings’  Lane,  Nos.  1,  2  and  3  Eagle  Court,  and  No.  228  High  Street.  On 
properties  inspected  the  previous  year,  viz  :  Nos.  8,  9,  10,  11,  12  and  13  Garden 
Row,  and  two  cottages,  Broom  Hill,  Closing  Orders  were  also  made,  making  a  total 
of  13  for  the  year.  .  .  5 

An  appeal  was  made  by  the  owner  against  Closing  Orders  relating  to  th< 
cottages  in  Eagle  Court,  but  after  a  Ministry  of  Health  Enquiry  the  action  of  the 
C  >uncil  was  confirmed.  ! 

15  cottages  were  demolished  during  the  past  year,  viz  :  Nos.  1  to  4,  Medway 
Cottages,  Pelican  Yard,  Nos.  1  and  2  Spillett’s  Cottages,  No.  7  Northgate,  2  cottages 
Broom  Hill  and  Nos.  5,  6,  7,  8,  9  and  10  Strood  Square.  Only  the  Broom  Hill  anc 
Strood  Square  properties  were  under  Closing  Orders.  Originally  the  cottages  it 
Pelican  Yard  were  under  Housing  Act  notices  for  extensive  repairs  and  improvements 
but  three  of  the  tenants  were  found  accommodation  elsewhere  by  the  owners  anc 
recently  the  other  tenant  moved.  The  owners  preferred  to  demolish  the  property 
rather  than  expend  a  considerable  sum  of  money  on  it,  and  as  the  premises  were  no 
desirably  situated  their  action  gave  no  cause  for  regret.  Spillett’s  Cottages  and  No 
9  Northgate  were  the  property  of  the  Council,  who  purchased  the  block  with  th< 
object  of  demolition,  all  three  dwellings  being  in  a  defective  and  insanitary  condition 
The  remaining  tenant  having  been  accommodated  in  one  of  the  new  Council  flats 
demolition  of  all  three  became  practicable.  The  6  cottages  in  Strood  Square  are  par 
of  a  block  of  10  which  were  put  under  Closing  Orders  in  1928.  Three  tenants  wert 
accepted  as  occupiers  for  Council  flats,  and  four  found  cottages  elsewhere  ;  this  leavei 
one  cottage  unoccupied  and  three  still  in  occupation.  The  latter  tenants  state  that  ii 
spite  of  continuous  efforts  they  cannot  get  housing  elsewhere.  Until  they  move,  tin 
improvements  which  the  owners  have  agreed  to  carry  out  at  the  adjoining  propert; 
in  Church  Path  and  Albion  Place  cannot  be  satisfactorily  proceeded  with. 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS 

The  list  of  sanitary  improvements  effected  during  the  year,  as  detailed  herewith, 
ws  marked  changes  from  previous  years.  The  most  noticeable  point  is  the  great 
rease  in  the  number  of  houses  re-drained  and  the' improvements  in  sanitary  fittings 
ociated  with  such  work.  Where  sewer  connections  are  being  made,  and  where  this 
essitates  complete  re-drainage  of  the  houses  concerned,  such  work  is  supervised 
ile  in  progress  by  myself  or  the  other  Inspectors  on  the  Health  Department  staff. 
:h  co-operation  with  the  City  Surveyor  is  obviously  necessary  as  very  frequently 
actual  lines  of  new  drainage  are  influenced  by  the  position  or  outlets  of  sanitary 
ings,  and  when  the  latter  are  of  an  ‘Obsolete  or  insanitary  pattern,  action  is  taken 
get  them  renewed  at  the  time  the  new  drainage  work  is  being  arranged  for.  In 
es  where  sewer  connection  means  only  connecting  up  existing  drainage  without 
eration,  the  necessary  supervision  is  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  Drainage 
partment,  in  the  direction  of  which  I  also  act  jointly  with  the  City  Surveyor.  In  the 
jervision  of  the  complete  re-draining,  etc.,  of  425  houses  connected  to  the  sewers 
less  than  4206  visits  were  made  while  the  work  was  in  progress.  1923  water 
1  273  smoke  tests  were  applied  to  ensure  that  the  work  done  was  satisfac- 
All  work  in  progress  is  visited  practically  daily.  This  is  necessary  in 
interests  of  owners  and  builders  alike  ;  as  the  owners  have  to  meet  the  compara- 
ely  heavy  expense  of  new  drainage,  every  effort  is  made  to  see  that  they  get  com- 
tely  satisfactory  work  in  return  ;  the  builders’  interests  also  are  considered  as 
rly  all  the  work  is  being  done  on  competitive  tenders,  and  delays  in  testing,  or  the 
iuirement  of  alterations  after  cement  joints  are  set,  may -seriously  affect  the  cost  of 
work  to  them.  Incidently  there  is  a  still  bigger  interest  associated  with  this 
quent  and  thorough  supervision  of  the  work,  as  anything  which  ensures  owners  of 
al  and  yet  economical  expenditure  on  drainage  is  likely  to  encourage  them  to 
oceed  with  it,  and  so  more  rapidly  reduce  the  expenditure  on  cesspool  emptying. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITARY  FITTINGS 


Houses  re-drained  ...  ...  425 

Houses  partly  re-drained  ...  ...  5 

Defective  drains  repaired  ...  ...  8 

Drains  unstopped  and  cleansed  ...  224 

New  ventilated  soilpipes  fixed  ...  ...  12 

New  venrshafts  fixed  ...  ...  180 

Privies  abolished  and  replaced  by  W.C.’s  ...  4 

New  W.C.  apartments  built  ...  ...  15 

W.C'.’s  provided  with  new  pans  and  traps  ...  359 

W.C.’s  provided  with  flushing  apparatus  ...  57 

W.C.  fittings  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  68 

Cesspools  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dangerous  Cesspools  filled  in  ...  ...  22 

New  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  91 

Trapped  wastepipes  fixed  ...  ...  201 

New  lavatory  basins  fixed  ...  ...  11 

Water  Tests  applied  ...  1923 

Smoke  Tests  applied  ...  273 

MISCELLANEOUS 

No.  of  houses  closed  ...  ...  13 

No.  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  15 

Water  supply  laid  on  in  houses  ...  17 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  55 
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Guttering  or  downpipes  provided  or  repaired  25 

Rain  Water  pipes  disconnected  from  drain  ...  2 

Damp  walls  remedied  ...  ...  46 

Yards  re-paved  ...  ...  ...  H 

Yard  paving  repaired 

New  wash-houses  built  ...  ...  5 

Defective  floors  repaired  ...  ...  36 

Defective  windows  repaired  ...  ...  70 

Defective  walls  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  124 

Dirty  walls  cleansed  ...  ...  89 

Dirty  ceilings  cleansed  ...  ...  60 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  (tenants’  neglect)  ...  3 

Nuisances  from  manure  and  refuse  abated  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  ...  143 


Total  2408 

CESSPOOL  AND  PRIVY  EMPTYING 

9736  loads  of  sewage  were  pumped  from  cesspools  during  the  year  as  compar 
with  10551  loads  in  1928.  Considering  that  1259  houses,  the  drainage  of  whi 
previously  discharged  into  cesspools,  were  connected  to  the  sewers,  a  reduction  of  or 
S15  loads  in  the  year’s  work  calls  for  explanation.  The  fact  that  the  contents  of  t 
cesspool  emptying  tanks  were  discharged  down  sewer  manholes  instead  of  being  dra'\ 
the  comparatively  long  distance  to  the  old  tip,  thus  saving  much  time,  only  adds 
the  said  call.  The  first  point  to  be  mentioned  is  that  the  immediate  effect  of  connet 
ing  up  houses  to  the  sewers  was  to  increase  rather  than  decrease  the  number 
cesspools  to  be  emptied,  as  in  every  case,  whether  the  cesspool  was  full  or  not,  t 
liquid  contents  were  pumped  out  and,  where  necessary,  sludging  by  the  night  gan 
followed.  This  factor  is  likely  to  influence  for  some  time  to  come  expenditure  caus 
by  the  emptying  of  cesspools.  It  has  to  be  recorded,  however,  that  last  year  it  w 
found  possible  to  do  the  work  with  three  tractors  instead  of  four  or  five  used 
previous  years,  and  this  should  be  reflected  in  some  reduction  of  cost.  A  point 
considerable  importance  from  another  aspect  is  that  at  no  time  during  1929  w< 
there  prolonged  delays  in  emptying  cesspools,  whereas  previous  to  the  sewers  bei 
available  for  use  it  was  nothing  uncommon  after  heavy  rains  for  two  or  three  wee 
work  for  the  emptying  plant  to  come  in,  within  as  many  days.  Although  this  impro’ 
meat  in  the  sanitary  arrangements  for  the  city  cannot  be  shown  as  a  saving  in  mom 
it  must  be  credited  to  the  main  drainage  scheme  that  many  tenants  of  houses  alrea 
are  permanently  saved  from  the  serious  nuisance  and  inconvenience  caused  by  cesspo 
overflowing  close  to  their  dwellings,  sometimes  for  a  week  or  two  before  they  could 
emptied. 

1195  loads  of  sewage  were  removed  from  cesspools  by  the  night  gangs, 
compared  with  1147  loads  in  1928. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Although  routine  work  as  a  whole  was  somewhat  disorganised  by  the  excessi 
demands  for  supervision  of  new  drainage,  the  fullest  possible  efforts  were  made 
maintain  food  inspection  at  its  normal  standard.  In  all  1292  inspections  and  vis 
were  made  ;  of  these  1102  were  to  slaughter  houses,  6/  to  cowsheds  and  dairies,  22 
bakehouses.  21  to  fried  fish  shops,  and  80  to  other  places  where  food  is  sold,  stored 
prepared  for  sale. 

As  usual,  the  slaughter  houses  were  given  the  most  frequent  visits  and  t 
necessity  for  this  is  shown  in  the  appended  list  of  food  condemned.  \  ery  satisfacto 
arrangements  exist  with  the  butchers  using  the  slaughter  houses  with  regard  to  t 
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irrender  of  diseased  or  unsound  carcases  and  edible  internal  organs,  and  the  only 
igret  that  may  be  expressed  is  that  one  or  two  of  them  continue  to  slaughter  to  such 
te  hours  at  night  as  to  cause  supervision  of  their  slaughter  houses  to  be  a  tiring 
’olongation  of  the  working  hours  of  Inspectors. 

Four  butchers  with  shops  in  the  city  obtain  supplies  from  slaughter  houses  outside 
le  area.  One  has  made  arrangements  with  me  to  have  all  meat  inspected  soon  after 
-rival  at  his  shop,  and  on  two  occasions,  tuberculous  pork  had  to  be  surrendered  after 
ich  inspections.  It  seems  evident  that  some  other  districts  are  not  so  systematic  as 
oehester  in  the  matter  of  examination  of  carcases  of  animals  slaughterd  in  the 
renings  and  at  other  times  out  of  ordinary  office  hours.  Visits  to  the  shops  of  the 
iher  three  butchers  are  made  from  time  to  time,  but  in  order  to  be  able  to  see  that 
eat  inspection  in  the  city  is  complete,  many  more  visits  than  other  duties  at  present 
srmit  would  be  necessary. 


RECORD  OE  FOOD  CONDEMNED 


12  carcases,  etc.,  of  cows 

1  do.  of  a  heifer 

2  hindquarters  of  a  heifer 
32  carcases,  etc.,  of  pigs 

6  do.  of  sheep 

1  carcase,  etc.,  of  a  lamb 

2  forequarters  of  mutton 
29  ox  heads  and  tongues 
23  ox  livers 

2  ox  kidneys 
172  lbs.  imported  beef 
14  lbs.  beef 

65  pigs’  heads  and  tongues 
23  pigs’  livers 
8  pigs’  plucks 

1  pig’s  kidney 

2  legs  pork 

74  sheep’s  livers 
11  6-lbs.  tins  corned  beef 


(Tuberculosis) 

do. 

do. 

(26  Tuberculosis,  2  Peritonitis,  1  Fever, 

1  Septicaemia,  1  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy) 
(3  Emaciation  and  Dropsy,  2  Decomposition, 

1  Septicaemia) 

(Emaciation  and  Dropsy) 

(Pleurisy) 

(28  Tuberculosis,  1  Actinomycosis) 

(11  Tuberculosis,  6  Parasites,  2  Abscesses, 

2  Cavernous  Angioma,  1  Cirrhosis,  1  Cysts) 
(Nephritis) 

(Bone  Taint) 

(Bruised) 

(Tuberculosis) 

(Cirrhosis) 

(Tuberculosis) 

(Cystic) 

(Bruised) 

(Parasites) 

(Blown) 


DISINFECTION 

151  rooms  were  disinfected  after  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases. 
73  rooms  were  fumigated  with  the  object  of  destroying  vermin. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  OFFICE  WORK 
ispections  : — 


Primary  inspection  of  premises  ...  805 

House  to  house  inspections  ...  ...  47 

Caravans  inspected  ...  ...  85 

Re-inspections  after  service  of  notices  ...  852 

Visits  to  work  in  progress  ...  ...  4206 

„  factories  and  workshops  ...  132 

„  bakehouses  ...  ...  22 

,,  slaughter  houses  ...  ...  1102 

„  other  premises  for  food  inspection  80 
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Visits  to  cowsheds  and  dairies 
„  offensive  trades 
„  stables  and  mews 
Visits  for  food  sampling  and  testing 
„  re  infectious  disease 
Miscellaneous  visits 


67 

21 

83 

61 

239 

1003 


8805 


Office  Work  : — 

Letters  received  and  dealt  with 

Complaints  received  and  dealt  with 

Letters  written 

Intimation  notices  served 

Notices  sent  out  re  cesspools  and  privies 

Notices  sent  to  schools  re  infectious  disease 


1511 

340 

456 

865 

48 

114 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  TOPPING, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  in  this  matter. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OF 

REGULATIONS 

BAKEHOUSES 

There  are  16  on  the  Register  and  these  have  been  kept  under  supervision  during 
t lie  year.  On  the  whole  it  may  be  said  that  they  are  conducted  in  a  proper  ant 
sanitary  manner,  but  one  bakehouse  is  structurally  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition 
The  occupier  of  the  premises  has  given  an  undertaking  that  he  will,  in  the  neai 
future,  make  such  alterations  and  improvements  as  will  satisfy  the  requirements  o 
this  Department. 

FACTORIES  ANI)  WORKSHOPS 

Homework.  Wearing  Apparel— Lists  received,  17.  Outworkers,  Workmen,  17. 
Workshops  on  Register  at  end  of  year: — 

Workshops,  98.  Domestic  Workshops,  24.  Bakehouses,  16. 

Matters  notified  by  H.M.  Inspector,  3.  Remedied,  1. 
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Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  ... 
Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 
Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers  premises) 
Total  ... 
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*  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts. 


LODGING  HOUSES 

There  is  one  Registered  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  District,  and  this  lia: 
been  systematically  inspected  and  found  to  be  properly  kept. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES — FRIED  FISH  SHOPS 

There  are  14  in  the  District.  Periodic  visits  are  made,  and  in  three  instance 
representations  had  to  be  made  regarding  uncleanliness  of  premises. 

COW  SHEDS 

The  number  of  Registered  Cowkeepers  in  the  City  area  is  8.  The  condition  |i 
which  their  premises  are  kept  and  the  manner  in  which  they  conduct  their  busines 
show  much  more  consideration  for  cleanliness  of  milk  production  than  was  the  eas 
some  years  ago.  One  Cowkeeper  entered  the  County  Clean  Milk  Competition  am 
was  awarded  the  Cup  and  Gold  Medal  for  having  gained  the  highest  aggregat 
number  of  marks  in  the  nine  months  during  which  official  tests  were  made. 

The  Veterinary  Surgeon,  Mr.  Ebbetts,  makes  a  quarterly  inspection  of  all  Mile 

"  No  animal  was  reported  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925,  during  the  year. 

MILK.  SHOPS  AND  DAIRIES 

There  are  19  on  the  Register.  They  are  periodically  inspected  and  are  general! 

found  to  be  kept  in  a  proper  manner.  . 

There  are  23  registered  purveyors  of  Sterilized  Milk,  which  is  sold  in  seale 

bottles  only.  In  1928  there  were  19.  .  _  .  .  ,  . 

F0ur  retailers  whose  premises  are  outside  the  City  are  registered  as  retailers  t 
milk  within  the  City,  and,  during  the  year,  one  of  them  was  summoned  before  th 
Health  Committee  to  shew  cause  why  he  should  not  be  struck  off  the  Register,  li 
having  been  convicted  of  various  offences  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and  Mi 
and  Dairies’  Enactments.  As  a  result  lie  was  warned  that  any  further  offence  woul 
cause  his  removal  from  the  Register. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

There  are  five  in  the  City.  Three  are  registered  and  two  licensed. 

Details  as  to  inspections  and  action  with  regard  to  unsound  meat  will  be  four 
in  the  statement  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SCHOOLS  . 

The  general  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Schools  continues  to  be  without  serMM 
defect  except  in  the  matter  of  some  Trough  Closets  which  will  be  replaced  by  Pedest: 
Closets  and  connected  with  the  Main  Drainage  system  at  an  early  date. 

'I' lie  water  supply  at  all  the  Schools  is  adequate.  .  ,  ,, 

The  methods  used  for  dealing  with  Infectious  Disease  at  Schools,  and  t or  t 
lu-alth  of  the  Scholars,  arc  set  out  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

The  Journal  “  Better  Health  ”  is  regulary  distributed.  2,000  copies  are  issue 
each  month  at  a  cost  to  the  Corporation  of  £13  per  annum.  It  is  estimated  tn. 
every  house  in  the  District  gets  three  copies  a  year  and  as  far  as  can  le  ju  ge 
Journal  is  greatly  appreciated. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  AND  1928 
No  action  has  been  taken  under  these  Acts  during  the  year. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1929 

umber  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  :  — 

a.  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b) )  94 

b.  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(i) .  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  53 

(ii) .  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  28 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1.  UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  628 

)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  41 

)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  5 

)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  36 

OTE. — (1)  includes  houses  dealt  with  for  defective  drainage  and  sanitary  fittings  only. 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES 
imber  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 


action  by  the  local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  549 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS 

Proceedings  under  Sec.  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 

of  formal  notices  : — 

a.  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

b.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  0 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declaration  by  Owners  of  intention 

to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  0 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices : — 

a.  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

b.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  0 

Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 

1.  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making  of 

Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

2.  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  13 

3.  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  0 

4.  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orderswere  made  0 

5.  No.  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  0 


OTE. — Of  tbe  13  Closing  Orders  made,  eight  related  to  properties  inspected  in  1928.  Although 
no  houses  were  demolished  by  Orders  made,  15  were  pulled  down.  Eight  were  under 
Closing  Ordeis  and  the  remainder  were  demolished  by  the  owners  because  of  their 
insanitary  and  defective  conditions  Details  are  given  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector's 
Report. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


A.  MILK  SUPPLY 

1.  Owing  to  the  regular  and  systematic  inspection  of  places  where  Milk  is 
prepared  and  sold  in  the  District,  the  standard  of  cleanliness  and  quality  has  been 
improving  year  by  year.  A  spirit  of  emulation  is  apparent,  and  when  one  farmer  has 
put  his  premises  into  up-to-date  order  it  often  happens  that  his  neighbour  wants 
to  do  the  same.  All  this  is  to  the  good  and  it  can  be  demonstrated  to  the  Cowkeeper 
by  means  of  the  Tustman  Sediment  Tester  how  great  can  be  the  difference  between  a 
“  clean  ”  and  a  “  dirty  ”  milk. 

2.  No  case  of  Tuberculous  Milk  was  found. 

3.  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1923 

Two  licences  are  in  force,  one  for  the  sale  of  “Certified  Milk”  and  one  for 
44  Pasteurised  Milk.” 

No  licences  have  been  refused  or  revoked. 

As  observed  in  the  Report  for  1928,  very  little  effort  is  required  to  produce  Clean 
31  i  1  k  and  it  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  that  Cowkeepers  are  at  last  beginning  to  realise 
this. 

4.  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 

Thirteen  tests  of  Certified  .Milk  were  made,  and  three  of  the  samples  were  not  in 
accordance  with  the  standard  for  such  milk. 

Four  tests  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  made  and  gave  satisfactory  results. 

Seven  samples  of  mik  from  Cow  Sheds  in  the  City  were  sent  to  the  County 
Laboratory  for  examination  for  Tubercle.  In  one  case  an  inoculation  test  gave  a 
positive  result,  and  this  was  followed  by  a  special  veterinary  examination  of  all  the 
cattle  in  the  Cow  Shed  concerned. 

B.  MEAT 

The  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations  are,  on  the  whole,  properly  observed. 

Details  are  given  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  on  page  10. 

C.  OTHER  FOODS 

a.  Unsound  Food  and  Food  Inspection. 

b.  Sanitary  Condition  of  Premises. 

r.  Condemnation  from  Tuberculosis. 

These  subjects  are  dealt  with  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  on  page  10. 

D.  FOOD  POISONING 

No  case  arose  during  the  year. 


E.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  1875  TO  1927 

The  following  samples  were  analysed  under  the  above  Acts: — 

Number 

43 


Article 

Milk 

Cream 

Butter 

Lard 

Sausage 

Whiskey 


4 

4 

4 

3 

3 

61 


Genuine 

42 

4 

4 

4 

3 

1 

58 


Adulterated 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 


There  was  one  prosecution  during  the  year,  for  selling  milk  deficient  in  fat 
Convicted  and  fined  £1. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  Bacteriological  Work  done  during  the  year. 
All  specimens  are  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  at  Maidstone. 


ihtheria 

>hoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

ltum  for  Tubercle 

gworm 

ebro  Spinal  Meningitis 
Totals 


Positive 

Negative 

Total 

50 

177 

227 

0 

2 

2 

25 

105 

130 

1 

1 

2 

3 

0 

3 

79 

285 

364 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Disinfection  of  rooms  and  their  contents  is  carried  out  by  means  of  formaldehyde 
ligation,  after  which  the  free  use  of  soap  and  water  is  enjoined. 

Occasionally,  soft  articles  are  steam  disinfected  at  S.  William’s  Hospital. 

No  steps  have  been  taken  during  the  year  with  regard  to  Disinfestation  except  in. 
h  cases  as  arise  amongst  School  Children,  and  which  are  fully  described  in  the 
100I  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 
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TABLE  IT.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1929 


Total 

Deaths 

4 

1 

29 

1 

lO 

CO 

Total 

Number 

of  Cases 

removed 

to 

Hospital 

73 

59 

2 

1 

1 

o 

CO 

H 

Total 

Cases  Notified  in 
each  Locality  of 
the  District. 

North 

19 

10 

1 

2 

5 

t>- 

CO 

South 

66 

52 

1 

1 

17 

7 

1 

H 

Number  of  Cases  Notified 

At  Ages — Year* 

•19AO  pur?  eg 

CO 

t>- 

SO  oi  g* 

-HO 

Ca 

SF  oi  S8 

m  in  n  i-i 

O 

H 

SS  oi  OS 

00  CO  1— 1 

CM 

CM 

OS  oi  5i 

lO  C—  o  rH 

00 

f-H 

SI  OI 

O  CM 

r—i  *-H 

ca 

CM 

01  oi  S 

1 

61 

SS 

m 

m 

S  oi  f 

m 

m 

f  oi  £ 

O  00 

rH 

£015 

CO 

S  oi  i 

CM  O 

i«3i  i  ->°Pnn 

r-4  *“■ 

CM 

•sa3o  n®  IV 

85 

62 

2 

1 

19 

12 

1 

CM 

on 

Notifiable  Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever . 

j  Diphtheria . 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . 

1  Pneumonia . 

Erysipelas . . . 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . 

Totals . 
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This  table  includes  two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  were  wrongly  diagnosed. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  1929  CONSIDERED  SERIATIM 
SCARLET  FEVER 

Notifications — 85  Removed  to  Hospital — 73  Deaths — 0 

The  average  number  of  notifications  for  the  preceding  five  years  is  52.2. 

The  type  of  disease  continues  to  be  mild  except  that  the  complications  of  ear, 
lose  and  kidney  appear  to  be  rather  more  frequent,  especially  when  the  wards  are 
all.  There  was  one  case  only  that  could  be  called  a  Return  ”  case. 

The  ’  Dick  ”  Test  of  susceptibility  has  not  been  used. 

DIPHTHERIA 

Notifications — 62  Removed  to  Hospital  —59  Deaths — 4 

The  average  number  of  notifications  for  the  preceding  five  years  is  64.6. 

The  “  Schick  ”  T  est  was  not  used,  nor  were  any  measures  of  artificial  immunisa- 
ion.  So  far  as  the  staff  of  the  Hospital  is  concerned,  it  is  a  very  rare  event  for 
diphtheria  to  be  contracted  and  the  members  of  the  staff  shew  no  inclination  to 
mdergo  the  operation.  With  regard  to  immunisation  generally  in  the  District,  it 
nvonld  probably  be  as  well  to  observe  the  results  in  neighbouring  Districts  before 
jmbarking  on  a  Scheme. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  examinations  for  the  purpose  of  Diagnosis  were 
naile  during  the  year,  with  50  positive  and  177  negative  results. 

Anti-Diphtlieritic  Serum  is  issued  free  of  cost  and  is  available  day  and  night. 

During  the  year  there  were  sixteen  applications  for  this  Serum  and  222,000  units 
were  issued  at  a  cost  to  the  Corporation  of  £10-9-8.  In  1928  the  cost  was  £43-6-7. 

ENTERIC  FEVER 

No  case  was  notified. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

One  case  was  notified  and  recovered. 

PUERPERAL  SEPTICAEMIA 

Two  cases  were  notified,  one  of  which  died  in  Hospital. 

PNEUMONIA  (All  Forms) 

Nineteen  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  twenty-nine  deaths. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

There  was  no  case. 

ERYSIPELAS 

Twelve  cases  were  notified. 

CEREBRO  SPINAL  FEVER 

One  case  was  notified  and  there  was  one  death. 

Fluid  was  sent  for  Bacteriological  Examination  in  three  cases  with  three 
positive  results. 

SMALL  POX 

No  case  occurred  during  1929,  but  several  contacts  required  to  be  kept  under 
observation. 

No  vaccination  or  re-vaccination  has  been  undertaken  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  except  among  the  staff  of  S.  William’s  Hospital. 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year. 
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CANCER 


The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer,  male  and  female, 
together  with  the  incidence  rate  per  1000  of  the  population  for  the  last  ten  years : 


Year 

Male 

1929 

22 

1928 

19 

1927 

27 

1926 

24 

1925 

19 

1924 

20 

1923 

19 

1922 

22 

1921 

18 

1920 

14 

Female 

Total 

22 

44 

25 

44 

25 

52 

29 

53 

27 

46 

25 

45 

29 

49 

23 

45 

24 

42 

21 

35 

Rate  of  incidence  per 
1000  of  the  population 
1.3 

13 
1-6 
16 

14 
1-3 
1-4 
1-4 
13 
1-04 


This  figure  of  1.3  is  the  same  as  in  1928  and  at  all  events  shews  no  advance. 
The  greatest  activity  is  being  shewn  at  the  present  time  in  the  investigation  of  the 
causes  of  Cancer  bur.  no  definite  result  lias  yet  been  reached-  In  the  meantime, 
the  most  reliable  method  is  early  diagnosis  and  removal  by  the  surgeon,  loo  often, 
the  surgeon  is  called  in  when  the  Cancer  has  made  such  progress  as  to  make  its 
complete  removal  a  doubtful,  if  not  an  impossible,  undertaking. 

Any  obscure  and  persistent  pain  about  the  body  or  any  persistent  swelling  in  any 
part  of  the  body  or  any  persistent  and  unusual  bleeding  from  any  part  of  the  body, 
or  any  sore,  especially  about  the  mouth,  lips  or  tongue,  which  will  not  heal, 
may  be  a  sign  of  Cancer;  in  very  many  cases  easily  and  absolutely  curable  if  dealt  with 
early  enough. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Information  as  to  the  place  and  times  when  Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  are  held 


is  freely  made  known  throughout  the  District  by  means  of  Posters. 

The  administration  of  the  Clinic  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council  and  it  is 
conducted  locally  by  Dr.  Hamish  Xicol  at  36  biew  Hoad,  Rochester. 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  treatment  during  the  last  ten  years  so  far  as 
Rochester  is  concerned  : — 


Yc..r 

1929 

1928 

1927 

1926 

1925 


New  Cases  Attendances 


103 

1849 

50 

600 

32 

982 

61 

1830 

52 

493 

1924 

53 

1923 

42 

1922 

37 

1921 

63 

1920 

72 

642 

593 

455 

705 

278 


Dr  Nicol  says :  “  These  figures  shew  a  very  considerable  increase  on  preceding 
years.  1  do  not  however  think  this  is  due  to  a  greater  incidence  of  Venereal  D.sease 

but  probably  to  the  following  factors  : 

a.  Increasing  popularity  of  the  Clinic.  1 

b.  Increasing  confidence  in  the  treatment  given,  resulting  in  bigger 

attendances  and  more  recommendations. 

c.  More  practitioners  referring  patients. 

d.  Longer  Hours  of  opening.” 
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The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  Deaths  from  Non-Notifiable  Diseases  year  by  year  since  1921  : 

TABLE  III. 


rt:  0 
^  3 

O  r- 

w 

-  V 

a  Pi 
P  ft 

r-  ® 

>  s 

'  w 

ct  hH 
0 
>> 

ni 

H3  0 
P  ^3 

£  § 
o 

CD 

(D  ce 

>  £ 
CD 

GO 

p 

eg 

P  0 
c 

■s  2 


05 

P 

d 

CD 

>> 

O 

£ 

-4-3 

GG 

P 

#o 

’> 

(D 

P 

ft 

CD 

r-P 


P 

ce 

rP 

-4-3 

P 

CD 

rP 

bfi 


eg  P  >> 
c3  £ 

(D  ^  -r- 

hH  -43 
^  w  _2 
<D 

g  ° 

§  .$?  a 

CD  % 
CO  --  O 
f 1  ■  ‘  -4-3 
-4-3  «+-' 

ce  P  O 

r§.3  £ 

•g  s*  g 

°oT  * 

9m  ?) 


S  g5 

P  2 
o  5 
o  a 

p  ® 

£  S’ 

hH  P 
D-i 

o  £ 

O  Q) 

tc  *5 
£ 


p 

<D 

-*-> 

ce 

a 

CD 

*43 

P 


P 

o 

Ci) 

■43 

p 

o 

U  g 

CD  h< 

>*rd 

I  § 


p 

<D 

*73 

P 

P 


gg 

p 

ce 

CD 


-4-3 

P 

o 

P2 

ce 

-p 

ce 

T3 

o 


ce 

a 

CD 

Pi 


CD 

P 

O 

O 

bo 


CO 

P 
-*tj  .o 
’> 
0 

p 
ft 

p 
0 
> 
o 

hH 

Q  S 

rH 

5 

> 

ce 

p 

ce 


e 

X 

X 

cd 

<H 


0 

fc 

0 

®  eS 
§ 


p  .p 

‘ft 

,pS 

-4-3 

ce 

*“■  £ 

o 

o 

0 

Q}  .2 

o 

o 

r-j 

CG 

P 

EH  5 

£ 

-4-3 

£ 

[ft 

-43 

P 

P 

ft 

-4-3 

ce 

ce 

tw 

f— 1 

0 

p 

fj 

-h> 

«— 1 

hH 

23 


INFLUENZA 

Influenza  provided  twenty  or  four  times  as  many  deaths  as  in  the  pevious  year  The  average  of 
the  preceding  eight  years  is  nine.  Together,  Measles,  Diarrhoea  and  Influenza  go  far  to  account  for 
the  higher  death  rate  in  1929. 


OTHER  INFORMATION 

SCHOOL  INTIMATIONS 

Every  Head  Teacher  is  supplied  with  a  book  of  forms  for  the  purpose  of  sendii 
a  daily  statement  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  children  absent  from  School  1 
reason  of  non-notifiable  Infectious  Disease.  In  this  way  the  Department  is  inloimi 
to  some  extent  as  to  the  prevalence  of  these  Diseases. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919 
Total  number  of  rats  destroyed  4198.  The  average  of  the  preceding  five  yea 
is  5426. 

The  number  of  baits  laid  was  3146.  1 

Sixty-one  applications  were  made  by  citizens  for  the  services  of  the  Rat-Catcht 


TUBERCULOSIS  IN  1929 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1928 
TABLE  IV- 


NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmom 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

0 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

2 

2 

10 

1 

2 

15 

2 

2 

2 

1 

20 

2 

i 

1 

-O 

6 

2 

i 

6 

35 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

45 

o 

2 

4 

1 

55 

i 

1 

2 

2 

Co  A  upwards 

2 

1 

Totals 

18 

8 

7 

6 

18 

7 

1 

2 

These  deaths  do  not  quite  agree  with  those  in  the  Registrar  Generals  la 
three  of  which  cannot  he  traced. 
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The  Notifications  were  divided  as  follows  : 


TABLE  Y. 


SOUTH 

NORTH 

Totals 

ilmonary  Tuberculosis 

13 

13 

26 

m-Pulmonary  do. 

6 

7 

13 

Totals 

19 

20 

39 

Four  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  out  of  a  total  of  28  had  not  been 
sviously  notified  by  Medical  Practitioners  in  attendance. 

The  average  members  of  notifications  and  deaths  from  Pulmonary  and  Xon- 
Imonary  Tuberculosis  for  the  preceding  years  are  as  folloAvs  : 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Notifications  Deaths  Notifications  Deaths 


erage  for  five  years 
19 


36.5  24.4 

26  27  (r.o.) 


18.3  4.6 

13  4  (r.g  ) 


One  hundred  and  thirty  specimens  of  sputum  were  submitted  during  the  year,  to 
cteriological  Examination,  with  twenty-five  positive,  and  one  hundred  and  five 
jative  results. 


.  The  following  information  has  been  courteously  supplied  by  Dr.  Roper,  the 
unty  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  this  District  : — 

Particulars  of  patients  from  the  Rochester  District  dealt  with  at  the  County 
berculosis  Dispensary,  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1929. 

Number  of  New  Cases  ...  ...  ...  98 

Total  number  of  attendances  (old  and  new)  ...  775 

Number  sent  to  Institutions  ...  ...  26 


ignosis — New  Cases  Excluding  School 

Children 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  19 

Surgical  do.  4 

Bronchitis  2 

Other  Diseases  8 

Apparently  Healthy  23 

Observation  1 


School  Children 
(Age  5  to  14) 

2 

6 

4 

6 

20 

3 


57 
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stitutions  to  which  patients  were  sent  during  1929: — 

Lenham  Sanatorium  5,  Keycol  Hill  4,  Grosvenor  5,  Dover  Isolation  1, 
Frimley  San.  1,  Sevenoaks  Isolation  2,  Swanley2,  St.  Bart’s  4,  R.S.B.  Hospital  1, 
Cranbrook  Con.  Home  1 — 26. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  REGULATIONS,  1925 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  Regulations  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT.  1925.  Section  62 

No  action. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  following  Table  gives  details  as  to  Infant  Mortality  in  1929: — 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Nett  Deatns  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1  Year  of  age.  Rochester  District 

TABLE  VI. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Under  1  week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2  3  Weeks. 

I  - 

3  4  Weeks 

Total  under 

4  Weeks. 

4  Weeks  and 

under  3  Months. 

3  Months  and 

under  6  Months. 

6  Months  snd 

under  9  Mont^, 

9  Months  and 

under  12  Months 

Tot 

Dea' 

Ye 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

l 

1 

1 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous) 

1 

1 

2 

Convulsions 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  (all forms) 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

7 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

3 

2 

1 

1 

7 

Injury  at  Birth 

1 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

Premature  Birth 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Atrophy,  Debility, Marasmus 

Other  Causes 

5 

1 

6 

1 

1 

8 

Totals 

7 

2 

1 

1 

11 

8 

5 

5 

3 
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Nett  Births  registered  '(  legitimate.  474  Nett  Deaths  registered  |  legitimate  infants, 

during  the  calendar  year  )  illegitimate,  14  during  the  calendar  year  ;  illegitimate  infant 


Birth  Rate — 15.5  Infant  Mortality  Rate — 65.5 

According  to  the  Table  of  the  Registrar  General  in  p.  4,  HO  Still  Births  wer 
registered  during  the  year,  fourteen  of  which  were  males  and  sixteen  females.  Four  wer 
illegitimate.  The  above  Table  shews  that  the  total  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  65. 
per  1000  births,  that  the  same  rate  amongst  legitimate  infants  was  65.4,  and  among 
illegitimate  infants  was  71.4,  which  is  unusually  low. 

This  Table  shews  that  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  65  per  1000  births.  Jt  wa 
43.2  in  1928  and  the  average  of  the  preceding  five  years  is  50.7.  This  is  a  considerabl 
increase  hut  it  is  still  4  lower  than  the  average  of  the  157  Smaller  Towns  in  the  Countr 
for  the  year  under  consideration.  Some  of  the  reasons  which  have  contributed  to  i 
are  given  in  other  parts  of  the  Report,  particularly  under  the  heading  of  Non-Notifiabl 
Infectious  Diseases.  The  increase  has  been  general  throughout  the  Country. 

The  Health  Visitors  visit  each  Infant  about  eight  times  in  his  first  year  of  lif' 
and  a  scheme  is  on  the  point  of  coming  into  operation  by  which  children  from  one  t 
five  years  of  age  will  be  regularly  and  systematically  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors. 
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Two  half-days  in  each  week  are  devoted  to  the  distribution  of  dried  milk  and  an 
>unt  of  this  is  presented  at  each  meeting  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
imittee.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  inspects  each  Mother  or  Child  before  the 
it  of  milk  is  given  or  refused. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS.  1929 

During  the  year,  469  births  were  registered  in  the  District,  of  which  14  were 
jitimate.  The  total  was  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

South 

129 

110 

239 

North 

109 

121 

230 

238 

231 

469 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 
No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT 

During  the  year  469  births  were  registered  in  the  District  and  462  were  notified 
er  the  Act. 

Twenty-one  still-births  were  notified.  The  notifications  were  made  up  as  follows 

Doctors  Midwives  Parents 

163  299  0 

Four  hundred  and  fifty-five  infants  were  visited  by  the  Nurses,  who  paid  a  total 
5,607,  or  an  average  of  7.9  visits  to  each  infant. 

The  following  Table  affords  particulars  respecting  the  infants  visited  : — 

Infants  visited  during  1929  :  Total  Number,  455. 


KIND  OF  FEEDING 

Total 

Percentages 

1.  Entirely  breast-fed 

290 

63.7 

2  Hand  and  breast-fed 

61 

13.4 

3.  Entirely  hand-fed 

105 

23 

KIND  OF  FOOD  (when  hand  fed) — 

1.  Fresh  Cows’  Milk  and  Water 

12 

2.6 

2.  Dried  Milk 

135 

29.6 

3.  Patent  Foods 

2 

.4 

4.  Condensed  Milk 

9 

1 

5.  Biscuits,  Oatmeal,  etc. 

8 

1.7 

MODE  OF  FEEDING— 

1.  Boat  Shaped  Bottle 

157 

34.5 

2.  Long  Tube  Bottle 

1 

.2 

3.  Spoon 

8 

1.7 

CONDITION  OF  HOUSE- 

1.  Clean 

368 

80. S 

2.  Fairly  Clean 

70 

15.3 

3.  Dirty 

18 

3.9 

,27 


OVERCROWDED  HOUSES 

More  than  2  persons  per  bedioom  :  Number  of  houses  186. 

All  the  Infants  reckoned  breast  fed  in  the  above  Table  were  still  being  fed 
the  same  way  at  or  about  the  age  of  six  months. 

There  were  three  pairs  of  twins. 

Sixty-one  cases  not  notified  under  the  Act  were  visited,  and  are  included  in  t 
above  figures. 

In  nine  instances  the  Nurses  could  not  gain  admission. 

During  the  year  32  infants  died. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

There  were  thirty-two  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  This  gives 
mortality  per  thousand  births  of  68.2. 

The  R.G.’s  number  of  births  is  488.  This  gives  a  mortality  of  65.5. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  VISITS  PAID  DURING  1929 


Notified  Births  Visited  455 

Notified  Births  Re-visited  3152 

Notified  Infants  Deaths  enquired  into  24 

Notified  Infectious  Diseases  3 

Notified  Nursing  Homes  5 

Ante-Natal  Visits  122 

Children  over  1  Year  Visited  2.93 

Miscellaneous  Visits  1001 


Total  7555 


REPORT  AS  TO  ST.  WILLIAM’S  HOSPITAL  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1929 


477  patients  were  admitted  during  the  year. 


The  following  Table  shews  the  total  admissions  from  each  District  in  the  pa 


four  years 

Years 

Rochester 

Chatham 

Gillingham 

Neighbouring  Authorities 

Tota 

1926 

103 

279 

175 

0 

55; 

1927 

78 

295 

139 

11 

52: 

1928 

155 

263 

246 

35 

691 

1929 

132 

128 

202 

15 

477 

The  average  number  for  the  ten  years  preceding  1926  was  256.8. 
The  average  number  of  the  last  four  years  is  564. 


The  following  Table  shews  the  total  admissions  in  1929  : — 


Typhoid 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Fever 

Meningitis 

Rochester 

73 

59 

0 

0 

Chatham 

49 

70 

7 

2 

Gillingham 

104 

95 

3 

0 

N  ighbouring  ) 

8 

0 

0 

Authorities  j 

233 

232 

10 

2 

Tota 

132 

128 

202 


15 
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Scarlet  Fever 
)iphtheria 
yphoid  Fever 
lerebro  Spinal 
Meningitis 


The  case  mortality  was  as  follows  : — 


) 


In  1929 
.8  per  cent. 
8.6  per  cent. 
No  death 

100  per  cent 


In  1928 
.7  per  cent. 
8.2  per  cent. 
No  death 


In  1927 
.9  per  cent. 
5.9  per  cent. 
No  death 


In  1926 
1  per  cent. 
7.7  per  cent. 
No  death 


The  Diphtheria  figure  remains  high  and  this  is  partly  due  to  the  type  of  the 
isease,  which  has  been  severe,  and  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  fatal  cases 
ccurred  in  children  who  did  not  get  Antitoxin  early  enough.  Often  the  parents  do 
ot  send  for  a  doctor  until  the  disease  is  well  established  and  often  the  doctor  does 
ot  give  the  Antitoxin  as  soon  as  he  might.  He  takes  a  swab  and  waits  for  the 
esult.  In  this  way  the  most  important  hours  are  wasted  and  too  often  the  oppor- 
unity  of  saving  life  is  thrown  away.  In  these  Reports  it  has  over  and  over  again 
een  emphasised  that  any  case  sufficiently  suspicious  to  have  a  swab  taken  should 
ave  a  sufficient  dose  of  Antitoxin  at  the  same  time  If  tin's  fundamental  rule  were 
egularly  observed  the  case  mortality  ot  Diphtheria  would  drop,  perhaps  50  per  cent. 

The  operation  of  Tracheotomy  for  Laryngeal  Diphtheria  was  performed  four 
imes  and  there  were  three  deaths. 


WRONG  DIAGNOSES 

4.1  per  cent,  of  all  the  cases  sent  in  were  wrongly  diagnosed. 

The  figures  for  the  last  five  years  are  as  follows  : — 

1929  4.1  pep  cent.,  1928  4.5  per  cent.,  1927  5.3  per  cent.,  1926  7.7  per  cent. 

1925  14.4  per  cent. 

ACCOMMODATION 

The  accommodation  of  the  Hospital  has  not  been  greatly  strained  except  for  a 
sw  wreeks  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  this  despite  the  fact  that  half  the 
•iphtheria  accommodation  has  been  out  of  use  for  many  months  by  reason  of  under- 
oing  repairs  and  reconstruction. 

THE  STAFF 

The  Staff  remains  at  about  the  same  number,  and  a  Night  Superintendent  of 
ursing  has  been  engaged. 


NUMBER  OF  DAYS  DETAINED  IN  HOSPITAL 
Averages 

Scarlet  Fever  36.6.,  Diphtheria  29.8.,  Typhoid  Fever  30.2. 

Cases  considered  wrongly  diagnosed  and  cases  terminating  in  death  are  not 
lcluded  in  these  averages. 

VERMINOSITY 

The  following  are  the  figures  of  verminosity  for  all  Districts  and  both  sexes  : — - 


SCARLET  FEVER 

1929  1928  1927 


erminous 

10.9  per  cent 

7.8  per  cent 

20  per  cent 

its 

5.9  „ 

12.5  „ 

14.1  „ 

lean 

83-1 

79.5  „ 

65.8  „ 

DIPHTHERIA 

erminous 

15.9  per  cent 

22-5  per  cent 

40.4  per  cent 

its 

11.7  „ 

11.6  „ 

18.3  „ 

lean 

72  3 

f  ) J 

65.7  „ 

41.1  „ 

The  Diphtheria  figures  continue  to  fall,  but  are  still  too  high. 
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TABLE  VII. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ROCHESTER  IN  1929 
CIVILIANS  ONLY 


Causes  of  Deatli. 


All  Causes. 


tern 


1  Enteric  fever . 

2  Small-pox 

3  Measles  . 

4  Scarlet  fever  . 

5  Whooping  cough 

6  Diphtheria  . 

7  Influenza  . 

8  Encephalitis  lethargica 

9  Meningococcal  meningitis 

10  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  s 

11  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

12  Cancer.  malignant  disease 

13  Rheumatic  fever 

14  Diabetes  . 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c. 

16  Heart  disease  ... 

17  Arterio-sclerosis 

18  Bronchitis  ... 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

20  Other  respiratory  diseases 

21  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

22  Diarrhoea.  &c.  (under  2  years) 

23  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  ... 

24  Cirrhosis  of  liver  ...  _  ... 

25  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis... 

26  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  ••• 

27  Other  accidents  and  diseases 

pregnancy  and  parturition . 

28  Congenital  debility  and  malform¬ 

ation,  premature  birth  . 

29  Suicide  . 

30  Other  deaths  from  violence . 

31  Other  defined  diseases 

32  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 


Males. 


of 


Special  Causes  (included  above) 
Poliomyelitis 
Polioencephalitis 


Deaths  of  Infants  ( 
under  1  year  (. 


Total 

Illegitimate 


f  Total 

Live  Births  -]  Legitimate 
(.  Illegitimate 


.  Total 
Stillbirths  4  Legitimate 
-  Illegitimate 


204 


Population 


1 

1 

9 

1 

18 

2 

22 

2 

5 

44 

11 

10 
11 

3 

6 
2 
1 
1 
6 


4 

4 

7 

32 


16 


249 

244 

5 


4 

12 

2 


Females 


207 


2 

3 

11 


9 

2 

22 

3 
8 

47 

11 

14 

18 

1 

1 

4 


4 

4 

30 


16 

1 


239 

230 

9 

16 

14 

o 


31,400 
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Report  as  to  Port  Sanitary  Authority 

Health  Department, 

Saye  House,  Rochester, 


To  The  CHAIRMAN  and  MEMBERS  of  the  PORT  SANITARY 

COMMITTEE. 

BNTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  a  Report  as  to  the 
mitary  Work  performed  during  the.  year  1929. 


TABLE  A. 

Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  P ort  Sanitary  District  during  the 

year  1929. 


[  Steamers 
.  I  Motor 

reIgn  '■  Sailing 

*  Fishing 

Total  Foreign 

i  Steamers 

,  .  I  Motor 

Joastwise  ■  Sailing 

(  Fishing 

ital  Coastwise 

it.  Foreign  &  Coastwise  1491 


No.  Inspected 

Number  of 

Bv  the 

Number 

vessels  on 

Medical 

By  the 

reported 

which 

Officer  of 

Sanitary 

to  be 

defects  were 

umber 

Tonnage 

Health 

Inspector 

defective 

remedied 

256 

135215 

33 

248 

97 

97 

50 

3695 

12 

41 

6 

5 

29 

3832 

21 

26 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

335 

142742 

66 

315 

107 

106 

687  .. 

212748 

41 

512 

198 

194 

245  l 

13 

101 

15 

14 

200  t 

100897 

9 

124 

21 

21 

24  J 

7 

24 

4 

4 

1156 

313645 

70 

761 

238 

233 

1491 

456387 

136 

1076 

345 

339 

All  Notices  were  informal 


Character  of  Trade  of  Port 

TABLE  B. 


a.  Passenger  Traffic  during  1929  :  — 


umber  of  Passengers 

1st  Class 

2nd  Class 

3rd  Class 

Transmigrants 

Inwards 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Outwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Number  of  Passengers  by  Steamers  running  day  trips  to  France — 1651 


6.  Cargo  traffic  : — 

Principal  Imports.  Bricks,  Timber,  Coal,  China  Clay,  Flour,  Fruit,  Stone, 
etrol,  Fertiliser,  Potatoes,  Corn,  various  Seeds  and  Kernels  for  making  Cattle  Cake 
id  extracting  Oil,  and  Wood  Pulp. 

Principal  Exports.  Cement,  Cattle  Cake  and  Oil.  Cement  is  shipped  to 
racticallyall  parts  of  the  world, either  direct  or  first  taken  to  London  for  trans-shipment 

Countries  with  which  the  Port  Principally  Trades.  Import  Trade,  is  carried 
1  with  Scandinavian,  French,  Dutch,  Belgian,  German  and  Baltic  Ports  in  Europe, 
nd  with  Chinese  and  West  African  Ports. 
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The  Principal  British  Ports  with  which  trade  is  carried  on.  are,  the  Tyne,  Tei 
and  Sunderland,  most  of  the  Scottish  Ports,  Liverpool,  Dublin,  Cardiff,  Swanse 
Barry  and  London. 

NUMBER  AND  NATIONALITY  OF  VESSELS 

British  ‘2057,  Dutch  33,  Norwegian  31,  Belgian  32,  Swedish  29,  Danish  1 
Irish  1,  Greek  7,  Finnish  3,  French  1,  Esthonian  2. 

HI  Source  of  Water  Supply 

a  For  the  Port  there  are  two  sources  of  supply.  The  South  Side  of  the  Riv 
is  supplied  by  the  Chatham  and  District  Water  Company  and  the  North  Side  by  t 
Strood  Water  Works,  the  property  of  the  Corporation  of  Rochester. 

Both  these  waters  are  subjected  to  regular  periodical  Chemical  and  Bactenologic 
Analysis,  with  unvarying  good  results. 

b.  The  shipping  is  supplied  from  the  same  source. 

c.  One  Water  Boat  is  used  for  supplying  the  shipping,  and  this  boat  has  be 
inspected  ten  times  during  the  year,  and  its  tanks  cemented  four  times. 
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Infectious  Disease 

The  arrangements  for  dealing  with  Infectious  Disease  were  fully  described  in  the  Report  for  1927 
have  undergone  no  alteration.  ’ 

TABLE  C. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  landed  from  vessels. 


I 


> 


T3 

P 

d 


u 

o 

vt-l 

in 

u 

o  E 

ce 

03 

>, 

o  >, 

10  f. 

o  *'"> 

8*2 

H  ~ 

.  w 

c  s 

C  O 

Z  .2 

c 

&JC  u, 

ce  cl 

u  ^ 

qj 

Si  <u 
aj  C 
<J  O 

03 

> 

ro^ 

< 

1 

O'. 

OJ 

CN 

M 

bjo 

c 

u 

o 

X) 

0) 

s 

i n 

03 

o 

in 

d 

u 

o 

d 

£ 

03 

> 

03 

in 

03 

fa 

a 

03 

-*-> 

C/3 

03 

Q 

lx 

ce 

cj 

CO 

d 

> 

‘C 

u 

ce 


u 


<D 

C/J 

O 

Oh 

CD 


<D 

b£ 

>> 

O 

> 


b£ 

r- 

*  'C 

Q  ,5 

M  V) 

.J  CD 
c/i 
m 

O 

bjo 

#C 

u 

3 

g 

O 

w 

03 

in 

d 

03 

w 


w 

d 

O 

•  H 
•+-J 

CJ 

.03 


in 

<D 

in 

d 

(J 


L. 

o 

i n 

CD 

u 

<u  2 

,«*  g 

ce 

03 

>> 

°  >> 

lO  l-1 

o  V) 

<N  £ 

•  C/3 

M  ^ 

o  p 

O 

fc.8 

.S  c 

03  ^ 

2  a 

• 

03  : 

C/3  03 

ce  c 

CJ  O 

1  03 

> 

< 

O'. 

H 

bD 

p 

.a 

L. 

3 

03 

T? 

p 

m 

o 

03 

if. 

£ 

d 

u 

<4-, 

o 

o 

£ 

V 

m 

03 

d 

03 

m 

c 

O 

Q 

nr 

05 


c; 

03 


<D 

o 

bo 

ce 


o 

c 


Sh 

03 

> 

a) 

fa 

in 

P 

a 

fa 

o 

K 

£ 

g 

aS 


a> 

> 

03 

fa 


03 

cc 

s- 

03  G> 

7  'M 

o  ^ 

af 

?  ^ 

bO  03 

ce  ~ 

T-1  <D' 

Pn  > 

o 

'o  ° 
O  03 

<33  ^5 
in  w 

ce  © 

o  Sm 
_  03 

o  > 


ce 

P5 


33 


V. 


1. 


ol 

ur 


Measures  Against  Rodents 

Steps  taken  for  the  detection  of  rodent  plague  : —  , 

a.  The  Master  of  a  Vessel  is  always  asked  on  arrival  as  to  the  presence  and 
mortality  of  rats  and  is  given  a  hand-bill  as  to  the  destruction  of  rats,  a  copy  of 
which  appears  in  the  Appendix. 

b.  The  principal  grain  and  flour  warehouses,  acting  by  the  instructions 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  under  Authority  of  the  Rat  and  Mice  Act,  now  keep  _ 
a  systematic  trapping  of  rats  on  their  premises,  and  have  by  this  means  and  by  tht 
aid  of  cats,  disposed  of  800  rats  during  the  year.  Other  wharves  keep  up  a  more  01 
less  continual  war  against  rats.  The  Bituiin  Company  have  completely  cleared  theii 

premises  by  means  of  rat  virus.  .  . 

The  different  wharves  are  visited  from  time  to  time  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Official] 
when  the  means  taken  to  keep  down  rats  are  enquired  into  and  traces  of  excessivt 
infestation  looked  for. 

It  would  seem  that  the  steady  worrying  of  the  rats  by  the  systematic  use  0 
poison,  trapping  and  cats,  is  far  more  effective  on  wharves,  etc.,  than  lumigation  oi 
H  ltlT'Pf©  SC^llc. 

Several  large  paddle  steamers  lie  up  during  the  winter  and  as  they  take  th 
ground  at  low  water,  their  paddles  and  rudder-trunks  form  a  way  up  for  rats.  Th 
provision  of  rat-guards  on  the  mooring  ropes  is  therefore  useless.  Traps  are  se 
aboard  and  if  infestation  becomes  considerable  the  Corporation  Rat  Catcher  deals  wit 
it,  or  fumigates  the  vessel  as  the  circumstances  seem  to  demand. 

Where  storerooms,  doors,  ventilators,  etc.,  are  of  rat-proof  design,  they  ai 
inspected  on  vessels  entering  the  Port  and  are  ordered  to  repair  or  renew  as  the  cas 
may  require. 


2.  No  measures  are  taken  to  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  from  ship  to  shore. 


Methods  of  deratisation  used  : — 

For  Ships.  Sulphur  Dioxide  and  the  services  of  the  Rat  Catcher. 


b.  Premises  in  the  vicinity  of  docks  or  quays,  The  Rat  Catcher  is  used 
gold  deal  on  these  premises  and  has  killed  therein  920  rats  during  the  year. 


4.  With  regard  to  measures  taken  for  the  detection  of  rat  prevalence  in  shij 
nnd  on  shore,  in  addition  to  the  questioning  of  Masters  and  Stewards,  the  Inspect! 
examines  places  on  board  where  rats  are  likely  to  be  found.  On  shore  the  Ri 
Catcher  is  on  the  look-out. 


5.  Rat-proofing.  Very  little  is  done  in  this  respect  either  on  board  or  ashoi 
The  owners  of  rat  infested  property  seldom  realise  that  it  is  mainly  a  question  of  foo 
that  if  there  were  no  accessible  food  there  would  be  no  rats,  and  that  the  damag 
and  depredations  to  which  they  are  subjected  are  mostly  of  their  own  invitation. 


RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  1929 
TABLE  E. 

1.  On  Vessels.  Twenty  seven  brown  rats  were  killed  on  vessels  by  tra] 
varnish-boards  and  dogs.  There  was  no  suspicion  of  Plague. 


TABLE  F. 

2  In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses.  } 

During  the  year  800  rats  were  killed  by  trapping  and  cats  by  owners  oft 
principal  Grain  and  Flour  warehouses.  This  does  not  include  the  920  rats  caught 

the  Rat  Catcher  in  riverside  premises. 

No  rats  were  subjected  to  bacteriological  examination. 
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TABLE  G. 

Particulars  relating  to  Plague  “  infected  ”  or  "suspected”  Vessels  arriving  in 
3ort  during  1929. 

See  page  31  under  “  General  Sanitary  Work  of  Port.” 

TABLE  H. 

Vessels  (other  than  those  included  in  Table  G.)  subjected  to  measures  of  rat 
•uction  during  1929  : _ 

Twenty-seven  rats  were  killed  as  stated  in  Table  E. 


Hygiene  of  Crews  Spaces 


TABLE  I. 

Classification  of  Nuisances :  


.tionality 

of 

Vessel 

No.  Inspected 
during 
1929 

Defects  of 
Original 
Construction 

Structural 
Defects  through 
Wear  and  Tear 

Dirt,  Vermin  and 
other  conditions 
prejudicial  to  Health 

British 

916 

5 

48 

243 

er  Nations 

160 

1 

16 

62 

Barges 

850 

7 

90 

60 

Food  Inspection 

1  Cargoes  of  Flour,  Wheat,  Potatoes,  Meal,  Oats,  Sugar,  Linseed,  Barley, 
ts  and  Maize  to  the  number  of  113,  and  Winkles,  Mussels  and  Clams  to  the 
nt  of  28  bushels  were  examined. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  submit  any  article  of  food  for  either  Bacteriological 
hemical  Examination. 

2  Shell  Fish.  The  conditions  obtaining  in  last  years  Report  are  unaltered. 

Other  Information 

EPORT  AS  TO  EXECUTION  OF  CANAL  BOATS  ACTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1929 


e  and  Address  of  Inspector — Henry  Evans,  61  Weston  Road,  Strood,  Rochester. 

Remuneration  ...  £4  per  annum. 

No  boats  were  detained  during  the  year. 

iber  of  new  boats  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


boats  re-registered  owing  to  structural  alteration  ...  0 

,,  for  other  reasons  ...  ...  ...  0 

boats  on  Register  on  December  31st,  1929  ...  ...  40 

,,  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

„  with  one  or  more  infringements  ...  ...  35 

infringements  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

,,  women  on  boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  0 

„  children  under  5  years  ...  ...  ...  0 

,,  boats  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 


CLASSIFIED  LIST  OF  INFRINGEMENTS 

ters  without  Certificates 
ts  not  properly  marked 
ms  not  in  cleanly  condition 
ictive  bulkheads 
cy  decks  causing  wet  berths 
pidated  cabins 


12 

1 

7 

3 

2 

10 


35 


Owing  to  the  fact  that  ten  boats  were  in  such  a  condition  as  to  render  the 
unfit  for  use  as  Canal  Boats  they  have  been  struck  off  the  Register  and  are  now  us< 
as  ordinary  lighters. 

Xo  case  of  Infectious  Disease  was  met  with,  nor  was  it  necessary  to  take  leg 
steps  in  respect  of  any  infringement. 

2  GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK  OF  THE  PORT 

The  .staff  consists  of  t lie  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  one  Senior  Sanitary  Inspect! 
ami  one  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  latter  being  fully  qualified. 

A  Motor  Launch  is  provided. 

1  he  Port  has  no  special  provision  for  cleansing  and  disinfesting  verminous  pei 
sons,  but  in  case  of  need  the  Disinfesting  Station  at  the  Medway  Infirmary  would  be  i 
the  disposal  of  the  Port  Authorities. 

There  is  no  arrangement  for  the  receipt  of  wireless  messages  relating  to  th 
health  of  the  crews  of  incoming  vessels,  nor  does  such  an  arrangement  seem  necessar 
at  present 

In  addition  to  the  Cargo  Traffic  of  the  Port  there  are  7  large  day-trip  Passengt 
Steamers,  5  operating  between  t lie  Kentish  and  Essex  seaside  resorts  and  Rocheste: 
and  2  between  France  and  Rochester. 

1  he  owners  of  these  vessels  call  in  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  when  vermi 
(usually  bugs)  or  rats,  require  attention,  and  there  have  been  minor  fumigations  o 
board  during  the  year.  One  vessel  has  been  treated  by  liquid  bug  destroyer  and  th 
whole  of  the  cushions  from  the  saloons  have  been  steam  disinfected. 

As  the  Port  Sanitary  District  embraces  many  creeks  which  extend  far  inland  am 
can  only  be  reached  by  launch  at  high  tide,  these  have  to  be  approached  by  bus  o 
cycle. 

1  here  are  a  few  small  vessels  on  the  River  used  as  permanent  dwellings  am 
these  are  visited  occasionally  under  the  Act  relating  to  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  whic 
includes  Boats. 

lt  1  'vo  vessels  from  Dakea,  West  Coast  of  Africa,  were,  as  a  precaution,  treated  a 
suspected  ”  vessels,  although  the  Port  of  Dakea  was,  at  the  time  of  lading,  as  fa 
as  could  be  ascertained,  free  from  Plague,  Cholera,  or  Yellow  Fever.  No  person  wa; 
sick  during  the  voyage  and  the  vessels  were  examined  by  the  Deputy  Medical  Office: 
of  Health.  Measures  taken  against  rats  on  board  these  vessels  resulted  in  tin 
destruction  of  seven. 

3.  CASES  OF  SICKNESS 

Seventy-three  cases  of  sickness  were  treated  by  private  doctors.  Three  death; 
occurred,  one  by  Pneumonia  and  two  by  accidents. 

All  cases,  with  the  exception  of  one  Scarlet  Fever,  were  non-infectious. 

4  GENERAL 

Otterham  Quay,  Halstow  and  Whitewall  were  visited  from  time  to  time  and  offer 
no  matter  for  comment. 

Riverside  Factories  and  Wharves  have  been  periodically  visited  and  the  Pori 
Regulations  duly  posted. 

Eighteen  dead  dogs  found  on  the  foreshore  or  afloat  were  disinfected  and  buried. 
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COMPLETE  LIST  OP  VESSELS  INSPECTED  IN  1929 


Ships  .. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1076 

Barges 

•  «  • 

... 

850 

Canal  Boats 

...  ... 

87 

Lighters 

.  , 

...  .  .  . 

195 

Water  Boat 

I 

2209 

wing  are  the  figures  for  the 

preceding  ten  years  :  — 

1928 

2180 

1923 

1931 

1927 

2194 

1922 

2018 

1926 

2075 

1921 

1867 

1925 

1753 

1920 

2011 

1924 

1830 

1919 

1973 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

S.  PRITCHETT, 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


APPENDIX  I. 

PORT  OF  ROCHESTER 

NOTICE  1 

To  Ship-masters,  Stevedores,  Dock-masters  and  all  other  persons  concernec 
with  Shipping  in  the  Port  of  Rochester. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1019,  all  occupiers 
of  land  and  buildings  and  ALL  MASTERS  OF  SHIPS  OR  VESSELS  are  required 
to  take  all  necessary  and  reasonable  steps  to  destroy  rats  and  mice  on  their  land, 
buildings  or  SHIPS. 

It  is  of  the  HIGHEST  IMPORTANCE  that  the  presence  of  DEAD  RATS  or  o 
Rats  dying  from  unknown  causes  in  SHIPS  OR  RIVERSIDE  BUILDINGS  shoulc 
be  immediately  notilied  to  the  PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  or  to  the 
PORT  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

FURTHER  INFORMATION 

So  far  as  regards  VESbELS  or  RIVERSIDE  BUILDINGS  can  be  obtainec 
from  the  PORT  SANITARY  INSPECTOR,  SAYE  HOUSE,  ROCHESTER,  who 
will  be  ready  to  advise  and  assist  in  the  matter  of  Rat  Destruction. 

Signed, 

S.  PRITCHETT, 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Saye  House,  Rochester. 

August,  1927. 


APPENDIX  II. 


PORT  OF  ROCHESTER 


Health  Department, 

Saye  House,  Rochester, 


NOTICE 


To  Master  Mariners,  and  others  whom  it  may  concern. 

The  Master  (or  other  person  in  charge)  of  any  Vessel,  arriving  at  the  Port  of 
Rochester,  with  Infectious  or  Contagious  Disease  on  board  must  give  immediate 
notice  to  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  and  remove  the  Patient  to 
Hospital  under  his  instructions.  j 

The  Infectious  Diseases  alluded  to  are  Plague,  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  Smal 
Pox,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever  and  Typhus  Fever. 
Notice  must  also  be  given  if  there  is  on  board  any  Clothing  or  other  Articles 
infected  with  any  of  the  above-mentioned  Diseases.  The  penalty  for  not  reporting 
is  £5- 

By  Order, 

S.  PRITCHETT, 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


